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Foreword 

WHY THIS BOOK? 

This book is going to focus on making money in the context of the homestead. 

There are a lot of other aspects of homesteading, but honestly I think finances 

might be the biggest. Either people don’t have the funds to get into homesteading, 

or they can’t make it work financially long-term and the costs eat them up. 

Starting a new life is hard. Making a better life is where most fail. 

In this book I will help prepare you for this transition by giving you some reality 

checks, evaluating your life and dreams, planning for the transition as well as give 

you some hands on ideas for different revenue streams on the homestead. 

Over the years I have learned a lot from experience, failure and success. I tend to 

forget how valuable I would have found this information had it been available when 

I started homesteading. 

My hope is to combine a little bit of those experiences and some of that knowledge 

into this short, easy-to-read book, by offering ideas and actions that can easily be 

implemented and put to the test by those starting in the homesteading lifestyle, or 

thinking about doing so. 

While trying to put my thoughts on paper I asked my wife, “If you wanted to start 

homesteading but had no idea how to make it work practically, what would you 

expect from a book?” 

Her answer was very simple, “I would want to hear how you think, to get ideas, and 

have help to learn to think the same way.” 

I hope that by reading this book you can experience just that. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT FROM THIS BOOK? 

This book is supposed to be easy-to-read and straight to the point. It contains 

mainly principals that are true in many areas of life, but ones I have practically 

implemented in the homesteading lifestyle. 

I would consider this book a combination of an autobiographical work, a textbook, 

and a workbook. 

Expect it to inspire you to think and plan for yourself. I will be asking a lot of 

questions. In a sense, you will finish writing this book as you answer those 

questions. 

You might say, “Simeon, I want answers. I have enough questions of my own!” 

The fact that I will be asking questions may be confusing to you. Don’t worry. 

Asking the right questions will help you find the right answers. 

I don’t know why it has been so hard for me to ask myself the right questions. I 

guess I am getting better at it, but it is hard nevertheless. Maybe the reason is 

because it is a challenge to look at oneself objectively. I also think it has to do with 

the fact that when we ask questions, whether to ourselves or someone else, it 

makes us feel silly, foolish or inferior. 

The old Chinese Proverb is true, Ask a question and you will appear foolish for five 

minutes but be wise for the rest of your life. Don’t ask a question and you will 

appear wise for five minutes but stay a fool for your entire life. 

Expect to ask and answer questions of yourself while working through the three 

steps on the following pages. 

You need to write your own story, and you will be able to use this book as a guide to 

get your life and dream evaluated, planned out, and started up with good ideas. 
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This will require commitment and hard work from you, but it should also be an 

encouragement to chase your dreams. 

I want to challenge you to think through specific and important things before you 

begin your homesteading journey, and then continue to do so as you homestead. 

In this book, I will open up about challenges and personal struggles that my wife 

and I have gone through. Part of that will be sharing about my faith, which is 

impossible to leave out of my story. 

WHO THIS BOOK IS FOR? 

It is for those who are desiring to homestead or exploring the possibilities. It is for 

those who need help making extra revenue in the context of a homestead start-up, 

or are wanting to start up prepared. 

If that person is you, then this book aims to lead you, your life and homestead 

closer to your goal of self-sufficiency. 

Whether you have a suburban backyard or a 60-acre homestead, all the principles 

used are scalable and will easily allow you to start small and scale them up later 

should you decide to do so. 

I will not be teaching you step-by-step how to keep chickens or run a homestead, 

but will instead inspire you with ideas of what you can do and then help you 

understand or pin down what you want to do. 

Though all principles in this book are scalable, my target audience are those who 

want to live on a smaller homestead, not running a big farm enterprise. 

This book is also for those who want to create EXTRA revenue on the homestead. It 

will help you get things going, and then later on turn certain areas into a full-time 

enterprise to make a living. 

	

9



Introduction 

WHO I AM 

My name is Simeon. I am a husband, a father of four, a YouTuber, a homesteader 

and a pastor. My name is not a very common one. Actually, very few people in 

Sweden can pronounce it the right way. I have kind of gotten used to the fact that 

folks call me Simon and I sometimes even introduce myself that way. It just seems 

to make things easier. 

Ever since I was a very young boy I knew that my story would be special. Not 

because of my unique name or because I was better or worse than anyone else, but 

because I firmly believed there was a plan and purpose just for me. I believe there is 

a plan and purpose for you, as well, and your story is special too. 

  

MY EARLY LIFE 

I was born and raised in Germany, in a village in the southern Siegerland. It was a 

beautiful and prosperous village that was tucked away in a valley, surrounded by 

mountains. The village bordered lush green fields that laid on the side of the 

mountains. Most of the area, though, was beautiful forest which I often explored 

with my grandfather on refreshing walks. Beech and oak trees announced the 

arrival of spring every year by turning the mountains into an ocean of bright green. 

Like most German towns, you could still see the impact that the long and horrible 

war left on the village where I grew up. Because of its iron ore industry, the area 

had been hit hard by bombs during WWII. There were beautiful old houses in the old 

village center that survived the war.  As a young boy, I loved walking on the narrow 

paths that led through the historical parts of town. 

The mountains surrounding our village are like Swiss cheese inside and have lots of 

flooded tunnels from the time when tough miners dug into them to harvest 
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precious metal. The mining, which went on for a long time, formed and shaped the 

culture in which I grew up. 

It was a tough culture where the language and people were generally harsh. Work 

was looked at as something that had to hurt and burn. As a child I didn’t see many 

happy adults, and to be honest, I didn’t want to grow up and become like them. For 

the most part, they seemed to be miserable and unhappy. 

I was a German kid through and through and that was all I knew. As far as we could 

look back, our ancestors were German. 

My dad owned his own electric company and my mom was a stay at home mom 

with four children, nine years apart. In the mid 1990s my parents built their dream 

home on the outskirts of the village, right next to the fields with a creek flowing 

close to our house. Nature was my back yard. 

Many summers we went on vacation to get a break from the stress of normal day 

life. My parents tried to escape the crowded beaches and cities of central and 

western Europe and eventually took us to Sweden on a regular basis. The 

untouched nature and calm they found there helped to recharge their batteries 

from their stressful lifestyle. 

In the year 2000, my parents bought a vacation home in Västra Götaland, Sweden. 

One year later, they started thinking about moving to Sweden. My dad’s health had 

gotten to the point where the doctor was very concerned. Constant stress caused 

the doctor to speak frankly, “I don’t know that you will reach retirement age if you 

continue like this.” 

A LIFE-CHANGING MOVE 

My parents took action. They sold their dream house and company and bought an 

old, rundown farm in Sweden. In fact, the farm was so rundown that my parents 

dismissed it the first time they looked at it.  The fields were all overgrown with thick 
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Buy The Full Book 

These are just the first 11 pages. Buy the entire book to work through the 3 steps and Revenue 

Battle Plans plus read about Simeon’s personal homesteading journey. This book will help prepare 

you for your dream or get you back on track if you are struggling on your existing homestead.

Get it at 

swedishhomestead.com!

Available as eBook 

& Audiobook


